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1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose of this Document

The FOST Plus Extended API project concerns the development and deployment of an import / export API for the IT-Aval project.

This document will describe the deployment and maintenance of the “Command Line Utility” of the Extended API. 

For functional aspects, please refer to the “Extended API Specifications” document (See references).

1.2 References

Ref
Name Document
Author

R1
Extended API Specifications.doc
FOST Plus
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2 Deployment

2.1 Requirements

The Extended API Command Line Tool has to be deployed on the PC where an operational Decentral Application is installed on.  This implies that a Java Runtime is already installed on the machine (version 1.3.1 02 or higher).  The API will use the ODBC drivers that are created during the first installation of this Decentral Application.

When the user wants to print immediately while importing data, the API will use the default Windows printer on the PC to print to (just like the Decentral application).

There is no problem in using the Decentral Application in combination with this command line tool.

The installation procedure consists of just copying the files in a certain directory (free to choose) on the PC, when this is done, you will be able to use the “Extended API Command Line Tool”.  For usage (syntax…), please refer to the “Extended API Specifications” document (See references).

In the next paragraphs I will explain the directory/file structure and configuration possibilities.

2.2 Directory/File structure

Next structure needs to be copied on the PC (the “Import directory” can be chosen by anyone, but it has to be on the PC where the Decentral Application is installed on):

<Free chosen import directory...>\import.bat

<Free chosen import directory...>\lib\…

<Free chosen import directory...>\other\…

· Import.bat file:

This is the batch file used to import data into the database.

· lib directory:

This directory contains all needed Java classes

· other directory:

This directory contains the XSD and configuration files.

2.3 Configuration

One file needs to be modified for each installation separately:

…\other\connector.properties

This is a plain text file that contains the connection string, username and password to connect to the client database.

Content:

username=system

password=xxx

url=jdbc:polite:yyy

with xxx = the password that gives access to oracle Lite.  This is the same password that can be found in the registry on the PC where the Decentral Appliction was installed on. 

and yyy =  this is the name of the ODBC driver that gives access to the client database.  Typically this will be something like “Partner shortname”_A”number of application”.

Example:

username=system

password=Qb}⌂oj

url=jdbc:polite:FOSTPARTNER_A1103

2.4 Installation Procedure

An easy way to distribute the Extended API application to the partners would be to create a self-extracting zip file with places the files in the correct directory structure.

It would be interesting to create a personalised file for each partner (this means that FOST Plus changes the ‘connector.properties’ file for each partner. (see Configuration)

This way the only thing a partner needs to do to install the application is executing the self-extracting zip file and providing a path.

3 Maintenance

3.1 Version Upgrade

When a new version of the Extended API is published, the only thing the partner needs to do is replacing the files on his system with the new ones.

At any time, it is possible to consult the installed version, please refer to the “Extended API Specifications” document (See references).

The Extended API Command Line Tool itself does no version check while using it, so it is the shared responsibility of FOST Plus and the partner to monitor and maintain the correct version on installed.

